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Israel’s current battle in Lebanon is being fought in the international media, as much

as it is being waged on the battlefield. In fact, Israel’s ultimate ability to prevail on

the ground may hinge on its ability to win on the airwaves.
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by Binyamin Rose

NN’s Anderson Cooper, every one
‘ of his crew-cut gray hairs in place,

peers confidently into the televi-
sion camera with his steely cold blue eyes,
as he reports from the terrace of a five-star
Beirut hotel on a muggy, midsummer’s
Mediterranean coastal night. It is the peak
of Israel’s conflictin Lebanon.

Cooper is doing what we in the media
refer to as a “human interest” story. He is
interviewing an Arab professor and fami-
ly, whose peaceful, summer vacation in
Beirut was rudely interrupted by Israeli air
reprisals against Hizbullah strongholds in
the Lebanese capital. For many years, be-
fore sectarian conflict erupted in Lebanon,
Beirut represented the epitome of what the
“New Middle East” is supposed to be—a
place where various religious and ethnic
groups share power and let the other guy
live in peace.

The professor, led on by the reporter, is
describing how Israel’s air force is level-
ing Beirut, yet viewers who look past the
balcony can clearly see city lights on, and
cars in the streets. More or less, Beirut ap-
pears to be open for business and function-
ing normally.

So which is the real Beirut? The one
Anderson and the professor are describing
or the one that people can see with their
owneyes?

The true answer is both. Israel is at-
tacking and destroying, with computer-
guided precision, what its intelligence ser-
vices consider to be Hizbullah targets,
leaving the bulk of Beirut unscathed.
While Israel’s military clearly outclasses
that of its enemies, her battle, not unlike
America’s war in Iraq, is also being fought
in the newspapers, radio, and on televi-
sion. Victory in the media war isn’t only
important for Israel. Anti-Israel bias also
serves to generate open hostility against
Jewish interests worldwide, endangering
Jews who may suffer from faulty and bi-
ased media coverage, especially if there is
no effective rebuttal.

Dr. Alex Safian, a veteran media
watcher and associate director of CAM-
ERA, the Committee for Accuracy in
Middle East Reporting in America, says
the case of the vacationing professor is
just one example of biased news coverage,
where the media tells only part of the sto-
ry, asks interview subjects leading ques-
tions, and arrives at misleading conclu-
sions. Even when the media does ask the
tough questions, it tends to give too little
scrutiny to the answers.

“On many occasions I have heard
BBC or CNN reporters asking Lebanese
civilians, *‘Why do you think your vil-
lages are being hit? Is Hizbullah
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there?’ and they answer no, no Hizbullah
isn’t here! If that’s so, then where are the
missiles that are striking Israel coming
from? They re obviously lying,” says Dr.
Safian, who contends that ABC News
may be the worst offender among the U.S.
media. “ABC’s coverage has been just ter-
rible and that’s kind of unfortunate. We all
understood when [former Nightly News
anchorman] Peter Jennings was there that
ABC was going to be anti-Israel and noth-
ing was going to change, but since he died
one would have hoped that the anti-Israel
bias would have left with him. Ithasn’t.”

Another good example of what Dr.
Safian calls ABC’s anti-Israel bias oc-
curred when Israel’s air force destroyed a
broadcast antenna in a northern Beirut
suburb used to beam Hizbullah propa-
ganda to the Lebanese people, but also
used by Lebanese Christian broadcasters.
ABC interviewed subjects who were all
too willing to blame Israel for knocking
their stations off the air. But what they
didn’t report was when a Lebanese driver
with a pro-Hizbullah bumper sticker on
his car ventured into the area to survey
the damage, local residents beat the man
up because the locals blame Hizbullah,
and not Israel, for the damages that they
have suffered.

“ABC never reported the incident and
they don’t report that a lot of Lebanese are
very angry with Hizbullah, yet if you read
the Daily Star in Lebanon, despite what
they say publicly to the Western media,
they are very unhappy with Hizbullah
having led them into war.”

NBC News provides one exception to
the media’s knee-jerk, anti-Israel bias,
says Dr. Safian. When Israel bombed
banks and gas stations, and people won-
dered why Israel would hit non-military
targets, NBC reported that they were actu-
ally Hizbullah-controlled businesses, who
used their cash to bribe people and pay for
weapons. “I congratulate them for point-
ing it out because if you read much of the
media, it sounds like Israel is hitting tar-
gets at random and striking out in anger
and that’s not the case.”

The mass media’s superficial
coverage and meager analysis
plays right into the hands
of Hizbullah leader,
Sheikh Hassan Nasral-
lah, who is consid-
ered to be one of the
world’s masters at
propaganda and
media manip-

ulation and whose recent public relations
flip-flop has also received scant coverage.

“Before the war,” says Dr. Safian,
“Hizbullah’s approach was that Israel was
as flimsy as a spider web. Israel was weak
and didn’t have the guts to fight and
Hizbullah tried to sell the Arab world that
they were the strong ones and they were
the heroes.”

Now, when it’s convenient for them to
portray themselves as weak and belea-
guered in the face of Israel’'s American-
backed military might, they play that card
to the hilt, says Dr. Safian, and no one
bothers to question how the Hizbullah
tiger’s stripes changed so quickly.

But what concerns him more than any-
thing else is the long-term consequences
of the Lebanese villagers being turned into
the victims, once again.

“The ongoing story is going to be the
humanitarian crisis in southern Lebanon
and that’s going to present a problem for
Israel’s image in the media.”

Don’t Jews Need Help?

Hizbullah’s cynical manipulation of
the humanitarian issue in southern
Lebanon is ironic considering little, if any,
attention is paid to Israel’s own humani-
tarian crisis.

More than one million Jews make
their homes in northern Israel and many
have been compelled to flee. Those who
remain have been terrorized and trauma-

“The ongoing story is going
to be the humanitarian crisis
in southern Lebanon and
that’s going to present a

problem for Israel’s image

in the media”










